Where is Peace found?
Part I:  Ecclesiastes 1:1-9

I Background


a. This book was written by Solomon in his old age.


b. Verse 1

i. Solomon describes himself as follows:

1. Preacher – this means a proclaimer

2. The son of David 

3. King in Jerusalem-he was king when he wrote this.

ii. Solomon wrote this book as a sign to us of his repentance.  He had turned away from God during his reign as king and even had worship Idols.  Solomon tried everything the world had to offer and now that he faced eternity, he came to realize what was important.

 II His message 
a. Verse 2:  Vanity of vanities,  all is vanity

1. The word Vanity means worthlessness.

2. Solomon is speaking as a man who knows what he is talking about and does not waste time getting to the main point.

b. Verse 3-8: What good does all your things you gained through your labor here on this earth?
1. People and things come and go in this earth and things continue on as before.
2. The days are the same as they were years before and will be the same for years to come
3. The wind acts the same as it has always done.

4. The rivers run to the sea, but they ever empty out and the sea never gets any bigger

5. Verse 8: We as humans work and labor everyday without end. We continue to see and listen and it is the same things are generations of old and will be the same until the Lord returns.

III His conclusion Verse 9

a. What has been will continue to be without end until the Lord returns. It is useless to do anything because everything you do is vanity (worthlessness).

b. This message from the preacher referred to the world and its effect on man.  His purpose was to point out that it does not really matter what we do as a job, as possessions, as pleasure, they are all vanity (worthlessness) because they will all pass away and it will be as if we had never existed.  Life goes on with or without us.

c. This world can not bring peace!  The peace that we desire is inward peace.  The world offers nothing that can give us peace.  Solomon, the richest, wisest, most influential persons who ever lived testified to that!

Part II John 20:19-23

I. Background

a. This passage takes place after the death of Jesus on the cross.

b. Jesus had been seen of the women and several disciples.

c. The disciples were gathered in one room as the Lord had told them to do (with the exception of Thomas).

II. The Message 

a. Verse 19:

1. This was Sunday.  They would have drawn attention if they had met on the Sabbath day.  They also would probably have broken several Jewish laws.  This would have brought even more attention to this group who already feared the Jews after they begged for and got the death of Jesus.

2. Jesus told them to met and wait for Him.  His disciples were faithful at following His wishes.

3. Jesus suddenly appeared in the room.  He did not walk in but it states “came Jesus and stood in the Midst” Jesus was no longer limited to His earthly body.  He now had His new heavenly body.  Limitations we know and understand do not apply!
4. “Peace be unto you” This peace is an inward relief! It is not talking about having conflicts.  As a matter of fact, Jesus told us that he came to put enmity between brother and sister and family and friends.  He was talking about the peace that only those who know the truth can experience.  If we understand what Solomon was talking about in relationship to what the world can offer then we can see what Jesus offers is truly Peace of mind, Peace of Heart, Peace of Soul.  ONLY JESUS CAN GIVE US THAT PEACE!

b. Verse 20:

1. Jesus offered eternal Life and he had the proof to back it up!

2. They were glad when they saw the Lord.  He gave them peace in spite of the circumstances. 

c. Verse 21:

1. Now having that peace and the knowledge of that peace, just as God the father sent me to tell you about it so you can have it, I now send you so that others can know and accept the same peace you now have.

d. Verse 22:

1. God does not ask you to do something that He does not enable you to do.  
2. Jesus breathed on them.  Just as the father had breathed the breath of life to begin Man’s eternal existence, now Jesus breaths into His disciples the ability to receive the Holy Spirit.  He had not come to live within man yet.  He had come upon man in the past, but did not live within them until Jesus breathed on them making it possible.  This breath of Jesus is given to every believer the moment they are saved and the Holy Spirit moves in that very moment.  Prior to Pentecost this was not possible.

3. Jesus gave the disciples the ability to lead a soul to Him!  We have that same ability today!  This is only possible because we have the Holy Spirit living inside.  

III. Conclusion:

a. We can not have peace through the world living and guiding our life.

b. We can have peace through the Holy Spirit living and guiding our life!

c. Only Through Jesus can we find PEACE!

