Timothy 4:1-16
Introduction:

  Paul continues telling Timothy important things he needs to focus on as a Pastor.  In review:  

Chapter 1:  Remember God’s loved us when we were unworthy and ordained us to show 

      that love to those He gave us to serve.

Chapter 2:  Prayer is the answer to being the man of God we need to be for our people

Chapter 3:  We must have Godly men & women in position of leadership within our 

       church.

Today, in Chapter 4, he warns Timothy of the danger of apostates and those that would try and bring false doctrine into the church.  He also tells Timothy how to protect the church from those that would pervert it given the chance.

I. The danger of Apostasy.

a. Apostasy – abandonment of ones faith.  In the state of having rejected your religious beliefs, often in favor of opposing beliefs or causes.
b. This is not a back slider.  You will see the difference

c. In Verse 1

i. Now the Spirit speaketh EXPRESSLY – this meant OPENLY.  Everyone in that day knew what Paul was talking about.  This is not a difficult concept.  It has been perverted and distorted by men who think they know God better than His word.  

1. Examples:

a. Peter 2:20-21 (the whole chapter deals with apostasy).

b. Hebrews 6:4-6

c. Timothy 4:1 –our verse.

ii. Latter times – As the end of man gets closer, more will depart and lead others away perverting the truth.

iii. This verse tells us the source of this distortion and perversion.  It is the devil and demons and their lies that will lead men astray.

d. In Verse 2

i. They will pretend to practice the truth, but will speak one thing and do another.

1. Jim Jones

2. David Koresh – WACO TX

ii. Their conscience seared with a hot iron -  They have no fear of what they are doing.
e. In Verse 3-5 Examples of what these apostates where teaching:

i. Forbidding to marry – God is not a respecter of person.

ii. Commanding to abstain from meats that God has provided as good.  – This really just reminds Timothy that this is an example of what men will do to continue to exercise control on people by putting their requirements as conditions of faith.

II. How to defend the church against these apostates

a. Verse 6

i. Warn the saints of the dangers of apostasy and those that would pervert the truth.
ii. Relying on the words of faith and Good doctrine that you received.  This is why we must preach the truth of God’s word.  Only through that knowledge can we overcome the perversion to come.

b. Verse 7

i. Refuse profane and old wives fables.  We all hear of these in our culture.  Things do not happen because of any of them.  They happen because it is God’s will and we should seek his will and understand it and not get involved in this foolish.

c. Verse 8&9
i. People are so involved in building our bodies today.  We have all kinds of exercise equipment, diets, pills, and even surgery to make us more physically fit.  Paul told Timothy this really profits you little.  Your physical body is going to get old and weak and eventually will pass away.  

ii. What we learn of God will last us for eternity!  This does not mean we can not exercise or diet.  It means we need to spend more of time on what we look like to God and not what we look like to men.
iii. These things that Paul just said is faithful to God’s word and worthy of believing and accepting by all.

d. Verse 10

i. Because of these truths, Paul and Timothy had to work hard and suffer persecution.  People who rely on these false doctrines and truths will not like you telling them the truth that they are wrong.  They will reject you and do what they can to discredit you. 

ii. Paul reminds Timothy that Jesus is the Saviour of ALL, whether they accept Him or not.  He is the “Saviour-realized” by those who ultimately come to believe.

e. Verse 11

i. Paul says “Now Timothy, command and teach these truths.
ii. We are told by Paul to tell these truths regardless of the consequences.  To not do it would be to disobey God and deny the Saviour of All mankind.

f. Verse 12

i. Even though you may be younger than most of your members, do not act it.  

ii. Be an example of the following:

1. In word – who you are

2. In Conversation – What you say

3. in charity – how you love

4. in spirit – how you act

5. in faith – what you believe

6. in purity – what you think.

III. Timothy—things you need to work on.

a. Verse 13

i. Reading – Only through God’s word can you continue to grow

ii. Exhortation - Preaching
iii. Doctrine – Practicing and holding true to God’s Truths in His word
b. Verse 14

i. Neglect not the gift that is within thee.

1. Timothy had been ordained to by the body of preachers to preach the word (his gift).

2. Gift – something God specially gives to persons in the church to help the church exclusively.  See Gifts of the Spirit. 

c. Verse 15

i. Mediate on these things – think about what I have said.  Give yourself to them completely so that others will see the results of your efforts through the way you live your life in front of them.

d. Verse 16

i. Warning—Watch yourself and the doctrine you teach!  

ii. Continue to teach the truth no matter what.

iii. If you continue to the end you will be saved and those who hear you and believe will also be saved by them!

