Teaching that Transforms  Luke 4:31-37; 20:1-8
Introduction:

1. Today we begin a new series.  We will discuss four of Jesus’ attributes

a. Teacher

b. Healer

c. Servant

d. Messiah.

2.  Interesting the Bible tells us these things about what we know about Jesus

a. John 1:10 – “ He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew him not”

i. Jesus came to earth physically. 

ii. This world He actually made for us. 

iii. But the world did not know him!

iv. All the things that Jesus did while on the earth did not reveal Himself to the world.
v. Only through the power of the Holy Spirit does man understand who Jesus truly is!

vi. God reveals Jesus to us through His Word!

b. II Corinthians 9:15 – “ Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift”
i. Unspeakable is the word the translators chose. 

ii. The Greek word used here is not used anywhere else in scripture.

iii. It is impossible to describe the gift of God’s son.

c. Background Read Luke 4:16-30

i. Jesus came to his home town of Nazareth

ii. Jesus had a custom of going into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and standing up reading the word of God.

iii. He chose a passage from Isaiah 61:1.  This was a messianic passage.

iv. After reading God’s Word, he closed the book, gave it back to the minister and sat down.

v. The crowd had heard the rumors and were interested in what He would do next.

vi. Jesus told them that this scripture was fulfilled in their present today because Jesus was here.

vii. The crowd who saw Jesus grow up said how can this be.  Did not we see him grow up in our neighborhood. They knew his father Joseph.

viii. He told them he knew they wanted to see the miracles He had done else where.

ix. Jesus tells them a prophet is not accepted in his own country.

x. He then tells them that not everyone is healed and not everyone is fed.
xi. This angered the crowd to the point where they Took Jesus to the out side of the city to kill him by throwing him to his death.

xii. Jesus passed through the mist of them and when his way.

xiii. Our lesson begins here! 

The Power of Christ’s Word – Luke 4:31-32

1. Jesus went to another city and did the same thing.  This time it was Capernaum in Galilee.
2. Some people believe and God can work.  Unbelief makes it difficult for God to do His miracles.

3. Jesus’ word had power!  The preaching of the Word is the most powerful force on Earth.

4. Have you ever read a book and wondered what the author was thinking when he or she penned these words?  Jesus is the author of the Bible.  His truths were complete truths.  Jesus did not have to provide his interpretation.  He provide the true meaning.
The Power of Christ’s Works – Luke 4:33-37

Vs 33-34
1. In the synagogue there was a man possessed with an unclean devil.  Apparently no one knew until the devil began to speak.

2. How many people today are possessed with an unclean devil.  We attribute behavior to a variety of things such as poor family life, mental or emotional issues, etc..  How many times do we attribute issues to an unclean devil.  Do we still have issues with this today?

3. Can an unclean spirit live within a Christian?  NO! Darkness can not dwell where there is light.

4. It is possible that as Jesus taught and proclaimed his truth, this man’s soul was convicted of sin.  Satan and his army does not want man to be saved.  

5. The devil said let us alone.  Jesus had had not address the devil personally.  His words were making a difference in the man possessed.  This is always the case with God’s word.  His word makes a difference in the lives of those who receive it!

6. The devil could not speak without giving Jesus the recognition He deserved.  Isn’t it interesting that the devil and his army must proclaim Jesus’ glory while men who proclaim to know him do not!
Vs 35

1. Jesus command the devil to be silent and to leave that man at once.  

2. The devil had no choice but to comply.  It is obvious that the devil did not want to, but had no choice.

3. Jesus has power to conquer the devils in our world today.  We need to trust Him!

Vs 36

1. The people spoke among themselves in astonishment.  They were amazed by His words.

2. They knew what he said had power (vs 32), but know they saw the power of his words through the casting out of the unclean spirit.

3. “Authority and power” – Jesus’ words have authority and power.  He is the creator of the worlds, the living word of God, the Saviour of mankind, and if we desire, our best friend!

Vs 37

1. What Jesus did began to be spread throughout the country.  
2. More than that, the power of his words were proclaimed from man to man.
3. This is how the gospel is to be spread.

The Power of Christ’s Wisdom – Luke 20:1-8

1. As Jesus taught in the temple – God’s word should be taught in his house

2. the chief priest and scribes – the religious leaders of that temple were intimidated by the words of Jesus and sought to turn the people from listening to him.

3. They asked him by what authority he did the things he did and who gave him this authority.  These men already knew what Jesus had said before.  They just wanted him to say it in front of the crowd so they could disrupt the meeting by crying blasphemy.

4. Jesus, knowing their hearts and intentions, asked them a question about the baptism of John.

5. The religious crowd could not speak evil against John because the people believed he was a prophet, man of God.  If they did, the crowd would be against them.  If they acknowledged John was a man of God, they would have to acknowledge that John had proclaimed that Jesus was the lamb of God.

6. When trapped between the truth and a lie, men chose to not face up, but to avoid the truth if it does not meet their way of thinking. So they said we can not answer either way.

7. If these men were not going to answer a question they knew to be truth, what good would it do for Jesus to tell them something they already also knew by rejected.  

8. Jesus knows the hearts and minds of people then and today.  If we do not acknowledge him before men, he will not acknowledge us before the father.
Conclusion.

Jesus is a powerful teacher that knows what we need before we ask.

We must accept his words as power and authority to do what he promised.

When our theology does not match with scripture, we need to change our theology!

