Set Apart to Work   Acts 13:1-12
Introduction

1. Last week we studied the call experienced by the Apostle Paul

a. He was a religious man – this did make him a righteous man

b. He pursued what he thought would please God instead of what really did.

c. It took a traumatic experience for him to see the light.

d. Once he was confronted with the truth, which he had internally fought against, he readily accepted it.

e. Once converted, he was still a religious man, but not right with God.

f. Now He pursued what he knew would be pleasing to God.

2. As we look back at last week’s lesson, do any of you sympathize with Paul?

a.  Was there a time when you religious and not right with God?  Is that time now?

b. Are you pursuing what you think will make God please but not based upon the Word of God but your won beliefs?

c. Did it take a traumatic experience for you to do what God wants?  Will it take one?
3. Setting for today’s lesson

a. Takes place after Peter had been called to go to the Gentiles and preach the Gospel.  The church sent representatives to investigate and discuss the matter with Peter.  Read Acts 11:15-18
i. Gentiles can also be granted repentance unto life
b. The church in Jerusalem was being greatly persecuted and many were being killed and imprisoned.   Just because Saul was no longer among those who would seek to destroy the church did not mean the end to it persecution. 

c. Because of persecution the church had spread out and with it they carried the truth of the Lord Jesus into the world (God’s plan!)

i. Example of Gas and chain and burning down the tin building.

ii. The world tries to put water into our fire for God but if it is fueled by the Holy Spirit it will have the same effect as the water did on the gas and they building will forever be changed.

d. We find that Barnabas had been sent by the church at Jerusalem to investigate what is happening in Antioch, a great revival had broken out. After seeing what was going on here, He immediately goes to Tarsus to find Saul and take him with him to help in this great work.  They work here together of a whole year. The work was so great, they were first called Christians here.  These people were driven to preach and teach the Word of God and proclaim the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ!!!  Acts 11:25-26
e. Because of the Church at Antioch was created by those leaving the comfort of their church and going beyond, they recognized the need to do the same.  This is where the first missionaries were commissioned. 
Paul and Barnabas are chosen Acts 13:1-2

Vs 1.

1. Five men are listed among the prophets and teachers that standout at Antioch
a. Barnabas 

i. Levite from Cyprus

ii. He sold his estate and threw the money into the common stock

b. Simeon 

i. The Niger – probably a black man or at least someone with a dark complexion.

c. Lucius

i. From Cyrene

ii. He is mentioned in the close of the epistle to the Romans

iii. Some think he might be Luke the writer of ACTS and the Gospel of Luke. 

d. Manaen

i. Foster brother to Herod Antipas

ii. Reared with Herod in his youth

iii. Herod grew up to be the murderer of John, a persecutor, awfully mocking Christ, and dying in exile. (Acts 12:1-2)
iv. He was seen as a great servant for the cause of Christ.

e. Saul

i. The apostle to the Gentiles

ii. One of the most extraordinary men to have ever lived

iii. Totally committed to the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal 2:20)
Vs 2

1. As these men were doing God’s work, He called them to do more!  This is common.  Those who would work, do most of it!

2. We must spend time in prayer if we want the Lord to speak to us we must learn to speak to Him.

3. Fasting means they were committed to concentrating on spiritual needs and not on their own physical needs.  Sometimes this gets in our way of doing what God wants us to do. 
4. The Holy Spirit either spoke to them audibly or impressed upon all these men as they were praying and fasting the same need and plan.  God speaks to the Church this way today.  Most efforts of the church is not directed by verbal communicate of the Holy Spirit, but through fervent prayer and leading of the Holy Spirit.

5. It is time for Barnabas and Saul to move on to the next  part of my plan for them!

Paul and Barnabas are Commissioned Acts 13:3
Vs 3

1. They readily accepted God’s call!  Sometime we have the Spirit’s leading and because of cares of this life we refuse and make excuses.
2. These men of God give them a blessing and prays that God will lead their way. We should seek prayerful support for our efforts as a church.  We should strive to get more of us out of our decisions and more of Him into them.

Paul and Barnabas are confronted  Acts 13:4-12
Vs 4, 5
1. They preached the word wherever they went.
2. They preached to the Jews first and then to everyone else.  This is Paul’s approach throughout his ministry.  If he preached to the gentiles first, he would offend the Jews and not be allowed into the synagogues.  After preaching in the synagogues, and having given the word to the Jews, he turned to the Gentiles and if the none believing Jews were offend, so what!

3. The Jews must be saved just like the Gentiles.  Haggy has a new book out that tells about a different way for the Jews that includes a promise and then the messiah, this is not true!  In this day of live and let live, remember God is never changing.  His word says “I am the way the truth and the life, NO MAN COMES TO THE FATHER BUT BY ME!!” He is the only way!!!

4. John here is John Mark, the writer of the Gospel of Mark.

Vs 6-8
1. They went to Paphos
a. Infamous for its heathen rites

b. Two men with two different agendas

i. Sergius Paulus, 

1. Deputy of the country, The leader of the local Government, 

2. Intelligent and considerate 

3. encouraged the apostles and was interested in hearing the word.

ii. Elymas

1. A Jew

2. Sorcerer, skilled in the art of divination

3. False prophet

4. Bar-jesus – son of Jesus or Joshua

5. sought to turn the Deputy from the faith

Vs 9

1. Paul – this is where Saul now uses the name Paul.  This was a turning point for him.  He would now be known for his Christian work and not his Jewish work.  He would be known as a citizen of Rome and not as a descendant of Abraham.

2.  God provides what we need when we need it.  The Work that Paul doing and was about to do was not of his doing but of the Holy Spirits.
Vs 10-12

2. Paul, through the leading of the Holy Spirit reveals to the world what Elymas really was, a blind man leading others into darkness.  The curse on him was justified and right to the point.

3. The deputy was sold!  He did not only accept Christ because of the blinding of Elymas, he accepted Him because he was astonished at their doctrine.  The Word of God is the only power to save men’s soul.  The power of God was revealed through Paul’s action, but it was this message that converted the soul!

Conclusion
1. God requires us to be faithful in serving Him.

2. He enables us to accomplish His will

3. We need to commit ourselves like Christ like Paul (Gal 2:20)
