Serving Others Matthew 20:17-28
Introduction

1. The world tells us that success lies in wealth, power, and prestige and that to achieve these we must be willing to do whatever it takes, hurt whoever we have to, put aside what we may personally think is acceptable as long as it helps us obtain our goals.

2. Senator John Edwards was recently admitted to having an adulterous affair and in his comments on a news program he stated: 

a. Edwards told the network that his rise from "a small town boy in North Carolina" who "came from nothing" to a successful lawyer, U.S. senator and national public figure "fed a self-focus, an egotism, a narcissism that leads you to believe that you can do whatever you want." 

i. This is what happens when the world is your desires!

ii. His political life is more than likely over and his personal life is in jeopardy. 

3. In today’s lesson Jesus tells us something completely different.  He said to be a great leader, you must learn to serve!  
4. He also knew for them to become the leaders after His death, He needed to prepare them for the course ahead.

I. Jesus tells of His death. Matt 20:17-19
Vs.17

1. In this scripture, Jesus is going to Jerusalem for the last time.

2. He knows the hour of His death is approaching fast.

3. He is fully aware of everything that will take place

4. This is not the first warning of His death (Matt 17:9)

5. As a good leader, the good shepherd, He new a storm was coming and felt the need to prepare them again for the events to come.

6. He pulled them aside.  Jesus had to work with His team in a personal way to make sure He could fully focus on them.

Vs 18

1. These are the events that will take place and the order of them

a. We will enter Jerusalem in peace

i. Jesus does not acknowledge the false sense of the peoples acceptance of Him as their messiah as seen by his entrance into the city.

ii. The disciples should have recognized that all these events were preordained from the beginning of time and would place out in front of them NOW!

b. Then someone will betray me to the chief priest and unto the scribes.
i. Had Judas already betrayed Jesus at this point?  Matt 26:14-17  NO!

ii. Jesus knew, but this was all foreordained and Jesus Knew Judas would betray Him before He selected him as one of His disciples.

c. This group will condemn me to death.

i. They will not have the power to kill me, but they will condemn me.
ii. This idea should not have come as a surprise as they had conflicted with Him His entire ministry.

Vs 19

1. This group will deliver Jesus to the Gentiles

2. The Gentiles will do the following:

a. Mock Him - 

b. Scourge Him

c. Crucify Him

3. This is not the end of the story, on the third day He will rise again! 

I. The Sons Of Zebedee seek Prominence Matt 20:20-23

Vs 20

1. Son’s of Zebedee = James and John

2. Zebedee's wife's name was Salome – Mark 15:40

3. The sister of Mary, Jesus’ mother.  (His aunt) Therefore James and John were His cousins.
4. Worshipping – This is not divine worship, but worshipping as a coming ruler.

Vs 21

1. This mother wants the best for her sons.

2. She desires a position of prominence for her sons, His cousins, as he begins the rule of His kingdom.

Vs 22

1. Jesus understood what she was asking and was not angry with her.

2. He said you do not know what you are asking.

a. Normally the king’s son sits on his right hand side and is the second in charge of the kingdom.

b. Jesus also knew that in less than two weeks those on His right and left would be two thieves dying with Him on the cross!

3. Jesus ask two questions of the cousins

a. Are you able to drink of the cup I must drink of and to be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?

i. Jesus is stressing the hardship to come for those who would follow Him.

ii. The baptism is the trials He is called to endure for the sins of the people.
iii. Jesus is betrayed by one of His own

iv. Denied by others, and rejected by the rest – accept for John.

b. Christ’s cup and baptism was indeed cruel, this mother and sons needed to recognize all that was involved in following after Him.

4. They said we are able

a. All they could see was the glory, not the suffering required
Vs 23

1. Jesus said you will indeed drink of this cup and be baptized by this baptism

a. James would be the first disciple to be killed

b. John would live to be an old man, but would suffer great persecution and great hardships including be exiled alone on an island with limited food and water.

c. Each brother will endure both indignity and anguish for the glory of Christ.

d. “take up your cross and follow me” Each must bear their own cross for Christ. (Matt 16:24)

e. By suffering for Him they are sharing His passion for the lost, and through endurance in suffering, they are preparing to reign with Him. (2 Tim 2:11-12)

2. Jesus finally tells them what they ask is not for Him to give.  
a. Those places are already prepared for those whom the father has prepared them for.  
b. Those places can not be given by seeking after them.

c. They can only be given by those who seek God’s will and would never suppose to receive those positions.

III. The Other Disciples Show Resentment Matt 20:24-28

Vs 24

1. Once the other disciples heard what was asked for, they were upset and angry.

Vs 25-27

1. Jesus uses this example to teach them truth from God’s perspective.

2. While earthly individuals measure greatness by power, possessions, privilege, and prestige, these are not characteristics God uses for the citizens of Heaven.

3. God measures greatness and leadership qualify by the amount of giving of yourself to others in need.

4. Those who would be great let them be humble to one another (this is not weakness, but humility!)

Vs 28

1. Jesus said that He had not come to be ministered to, but to minister to others
2. He came to give His life for the lost.

3. Jesus said we must be willing to be a servant if we desire to be a good leader.

Conclusion

1. Jesus said if you want to be a leader in my kingdom, you must first be a servant.  The attitude must be right or the dealing will be corrupt.

2. A politician running for office this year stated it like this: Someone who would be president should dedicate themselves to the idea of serving causes larger than oneself and serving because you are called to serve people.   
3. If the world see this as what we want in a leader, what do you think God and the church thinks?

