Choosing the Path of  Integrity

Proverbs 11:1-14
Introduction:

  The main difference between Man and Animals is that we have choices and animals do not.  Animals only do what they were created to do or trained my man or circumstance to do.  This is called instinct. They do not have choices per-say. Man, on the other hand,  was created with the ability to see themselves outside of what they do and what happens to themselves.  He created us to make choices. He gave us a freewill!  We can choose lots of things in this life from what we wear to work, what and when we eat, who our mate is, where we live, what we spend our free time doing and the most important thing: what we believe about God and then our response to that belief!  We can choose to accept Him as our saviour or not. We can choose to be helpful or hurtful.  We can choose to be kind or mean. We can choose to be people of integrity or people without.  Since we can choose what we are and what we become, God gives us directions and the tells us the importance choosing the path of integrity.  
Proverbs 11:

Verse 1:  
· God wants us to be fare in everything we do.  
· We always hear the saying “Life’s not fare!”  This seems to be true in this world, but that is not God’s plan!  Here we see that Solomon tells us that God see injustice as an abomination and justice as something that makes Him smile!  

· The word weight means STONE.  This was the way things were measured back then and a perfect stone was exactly the same weight as the one that is being compared.  Therefore, justice is EXACTLY what God wants!  It is not God’s will for the injustices in this world.
Verse 2:
· Pride is entirely opposed to repentance, faith, and obedience; it leads to infidelity or vain self-confidence, which will surely end in everlasting shame and contempt.

· We have seen religious leaders of our days that appeared to be on fire for God and doing good work and suddenly they are exposed in some dark sin

· Jim Bakker

· Jimmy Swaggart

· Those within our own demoniation

· Those within our church

· Those that humble themselves, because they see they too could fall, do not boost themselves.  They maintain their humility and therefore their communion with God to keep them from sin.  This is what a wise person would do.

Verse 3:

· Solomon compares the man with Integrity and those without
· Man with Integrity

· Honesty will guide them in the way of duty and safety
· His principles are fixed.  His rule is certain therefore his way is plain

· His sincerity keeps him certain

· Man without Integrity

· Without honesty, principles, and sincerity, man is left with perverseness.  

· What does perverse mean? 
· Directed away from what is right or good 
· This is the destruction of sinners.  It should not be the way of the saints.

Verse 4:
· Solomon gives us a look at the day of judgment. We can see two men stand before the judgment seat:\

· The Worldly Rich man

· His wealth is worthless.  
· In fact, their riches become a heavy weight that helps condemn him.  Their wealth often expose their sins. (Ezk 7:19)
· His wealth will not ease his pain nor quench his thirst.

· The flames will not be cooled by any manly wealth.

· The Heavenly Rich Man

· Only righteousness can save someone on that day.  
· It is not what a person has in terms of worldly possession, it is what they have from God that makes them righteous (right with God). Romans 6:23

Verse 5 & 6:
· True source of righteousness and deliverance

· The Righteous Man

· He will rely on God and His teachings to help him in times of circumstance.  WWJD is a good guide.
· He will base his choices on honesty and grace.

· The Unrighteous Man

· Relying the ways of wickedness is dangerous and will only lead to destruction.

Verse 7:
· The final results at death

· The Unrighteous Man

· They may expect happiness in the next world, but they soon find out they are mistaken.  

· Their expectations come to nought!

· Terriorist

· The wealthy from Hollywood

· Their fears do not even being to compare to their new reality.

· The Righteous Man

· His expectations are nothing compared to reality!  God’s riches are far greater than our minds can comprehend.

· His fears are all removed.

Verse 8:
· God delivers the righteous out of trouble and puts the wicked in their place several times in the Bible

· Mordecai & Haman Esther 7:9-10

· Daniel & Accusers Dan. 6

· Israel & Egyptians Ex 14

Verse 9:

· The word Hypocrite used here is better interepeted as Infidel.  This is someone who is not a believer.

· They pretend to be something they are not.  

· They delude men’s understanding and prevert the truth through plausible professions and insinuations against the truths and precepts of God’s  word.

· But the believer is not fooled because they focus on God’s Word and not the words of man. 

· Example:  

· Jim Jones

· David Kerssy (spelling)

· People leaving a church to follow a preacher to another church.
Verses 10 & 11:

· A city (country) that have righteous leaders build a city. 

· A city (country) that have evil leaders move toward destruction.

The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted.   Ps12:8

Verse 12:

· A self-conceited man is always disposed to express his contempt of others.
· A man of  understanding does not judge of others by their successes or failures.  When he sees as blamable he mentions with caution and candor.

Verse 13:
· Someone who tells everything they know will tell everything they hear, but necessary what they know to be truth!  You can not trust them!
· A Faithful man will keep what he knows to himself unless the telling of it deals with the health or safety of others or  unless the honor of God and the real good of society requires it.

Verse 14:

· We need to seek advise from others.  If we they agree, then they confirm what we thought to be the correct.  If they disagree, then we can re-evaluate the matter before we take action.  We may still follow the same path, but we will be more sure of our approach because of the advise and resulting self evaluation.
Conclusion:

· Can a Christian be saved but not follow the wisdom from this passage?

· Yes!  If we are trusting in Jesus as our saviour, we still can sin, but God will chasten us.  We do harm to the cause of Christ and need to strive to do the will of God.  We need to seek help by reading God’s word and then applying what we have read!

· Lets seek to be the person Solomon spoke of and let us seek God’s help in becoming this righteous man.
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