Getting to Know A Person Matthew 16:13-23

Introduction:

1. Who is Jesus?  This is the questions that has been asked from the beginning. Man has a number of different answers.  The Bible has the only answer.  This answer is explored today.

2. Only two positions on who Jesus is can be considered:

a.  He is the Son of God and the saviour of the world

b. He was a lair and the worst deceiver to have ever lived.

3. This lesson has two main thoughts;

    
a. From this point on the disciples begin to act and think differently about who Jesus is

            b. The foundation of the church is established in this lesson.

I. The All Important Questions 16:13-16

Vs 13

1. Extreme northeast part of Israel about 25 miles from the coast.  It had a temple dedicated to the god Pan and once was the area given to the tribe of Dan.

2. Jesus had been ministering in Israel for over a year now. 

3. Whom do men say that I am? - Jesus wanted them to tell Him who the world thought He was.  


Vs 14

1. A list is provided showing that Jesus had done a lot of miracles and popularity.

a.  John the Baptist because His message as similar and both appeared close together.

b.  Elijah – who in the days of apostasy had stood before the nation as God's spokesman to 

                   condemn the people because of unrighteousness and call them to repentance in 

                   view of coming judgment.

c.  Jeremiah – who on the eve of the Captivity had announced coming judgment and 

                       denounced the people for their sins.

d.  One of the prophets  - the people recognized Him as having come from God.

2. All these prophets had one thing in common, their messages were all rejected by Israel.


Vs 15

1. Jesus then asked them, OK, but who do you think I am?  He wanted to see if their perception of who He was went deeper than the multitude. 

2. It is more important what each of us individually think of Jesus and it matters little as to what others may think He is.

3. Jesus wanted each disciple to understand they must answer that question for themselves.

4. Jesus is the world, but it must be accepted individually.


Vs 16


2.   Simon Peter is seen as the spokes person in this passage. What he said is the majority 

             view of all the disciples.

1. Jesus is “The” Christ,  - Affirming his faith in the work of Jesus Christ in that He had come as the savior who would redeem and the sovereign who would reign.

2. Jesus is “The” Son of the living God. -   This is a confession of faith in Jesus Christ.

3. All must come to this same acknowledgment if they are to be among the redeemed.

II. The Unconquerable Church Matt 16: 17-20

Vs. 17

1. Jesus pronounced a blessing on Peter because of his profession of faith.  God blesses those who accept Him with happiness and contentment and peace.  This is not a promise of an easy life without hardship and sickness.  This is a promise of spiritual nature which deals with the heart. 

2. Saving knowledge comes only from God.  Without the power of the Holy Spirit, man is not convicted and can not understand God's truth. The ability to have faith comes from God and he can and has removed that ability resulting in apostasy and a reprobate.

    

Vs 18

1.  Peter means rock.  This was his nickname

      a.  Mt 4:18 - Show Context
              And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his       

                        brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 


      b. Jesus plays upon this work to establish the foundation of the Church.


2.  This is the first time the word Church is found in the Bible.  Jesus was now focusing the 


     remaining months of His ministry at laying the foundation of the church to come.  


3.  The church began at Pentecost and ends at the rapture.  We are a part of that church Jesus 

     spoke of.


4.  The gates of hell shall not prevail against it – This is the battle for the soul.  Man cam kill the 
     body, but they can not touch the soul.  Those who accept Jesus as savior can be assured of a 


     home in heaven because of their faith!


Vs 19


1.  What is are the “Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven”?  Romans 10:13-15


     a.  Only through accepting the word can someone be saved.

       
     b.  Only through preaching can people hear the word and accept.


2.  The idea of biding and losing in heaven refers to winning the lost.  


Vs 20


1.  Jesus' time to be revealed was not yet.  God has a time and a place for the fulfillment of His 
  
     will.

 
2. Jesus was revealed after His death, resurrection, and ascension. 


3.  To endure the forces of hell, man needs the holy spirit to survive.  His coming was foretold 

   
      and they were instructed by Jesus to wait for it. Acts 1:4


III. The Challenge to Christ's Instruction Vs 21-23


Vs 21


1. Jesus wanted His disciples to know that what was to come was part of God's plan.


2.  He continued to tell them he was going to Jerusalem where he would suffer many things of   

                the scribe and priest, be killed, and be raised again the third day.


3. Judas may have changed His loyalty to Jesus at this time.  He believed Him to be the coming 

                King, but this was not the King that fit his mold.  It was not what any of them believed was    

                God's plan.


Vs 22


1. Peter again representing the group, rebuked Jesus.  He said “NO!!  This can not be.  We will 

                 not let this happen!!.  You are King and this is not what we want as our king!


Vs 23


1. Jesus rebuked Peter and the other disciples.


2. God's plan is “The Plan” The Way! And only through the blood of Jesus can man have eternal 


     life.

 
3. Why does God allow things to happen to good people?  We do not know, but God has a plan. 
    We must accept His will.  If we do not, we fight against God.

