Scripture: Mark 14:53-65, 15:1b-3
Background Info:

1. Jesus had completed his 3 year ministry and had entered into Jerusalem with a Kings welcome.  He had just completed the week before the Passover and had just had the Passover meal with his disciples.  He had already gone to the Garden and prayed and had been betrayed by Judas.  This is where our story begins.

2. The Scribes and Pharisees had been seeking ways to get rid of Jesus.  As long as Jesus was alive they would not have the same power they had had before he came on the scene. These were religious leaders of their day.  They believed that it was their calling from God to lead the people and not Jesus’.  These men believed they needed to do whatever they could to stop the pollution of their faith by Jesus.  We see this later on when Saul of Tarsus seeks and is given letters from the religious authority to seek out Christians and have them killed.  He believed whatever it took to stop this Jesus movement was the right thing to do.  

3. We can not allow the ends to justify the means.  God never uses sin to help serve his purpose.  God knows what lies within the heart of every man and he also knows what they will do.  He allows man to do his wickedness for a season so as to fulfill his will.  He did this with pharaoh. He did this with several Kings of Judah and Israel.  He allowed Nebuchadnezzar to grow large enough to take his children captive, but then brought him down to his knees when he would not acknowledge Him. These men Israel sought to control religion within the nation and whatever it took to preserve their power they were will to do.
Verse 
	53
	This religious group lead Jesus to the high priest.  Jesus actually had 3 trials that night. 1) He was taken to see Annas, Caiaphas’ the high priest father-in-law.  John 18:12-14.  Caiaphas had an idea that he could kill two birds with the same stone.  He wanted to get rid of Jesus and also get rid of Pilate.  There was a lot of pressure from Rome for the Jews to conform to Roman Laws.  The Jewish ritual prevented a lot of this.  Rome was not pleased.  Pilate had many confrontations with the Jewish leaders over this.  Caiaphas had the idea that they could blame all the unrest on Jesus and have Rome kill Him.  If Pilate did not agree to their demands, they could make Pilate look like he could not control his area and he would be recalled.

	54
	Peter truly loved Jesus.  He wanted to see what would become of Him.  He had just pulled out a sword and cut of the ear of the high priest servant which Jesus immediately re-attached.  Peter was an all or nothing type of guy.  He did not have a plan; he only knew he did not want to leave Jesus.

	55
	This record is of the 2nd mock trial.  They wanted to find something worthy of death.  They could not have Him just punished.  For their plans to work, they needed Jesus to be put to death.  They could not find any justifiable reason worthy of death.  

	56
	They even had all kind of false witness, but their stories did not match up and none justified the death penalty. 

	57-59
	One of the charges against Him was that he said He would destroy this temple and rebuild it in 3 days. They were accusing Him of terrorism.  Their witness would not agree and therefore they could not find Him guilty.  We know Jesus was referring to His earthly Body and 3 days in the grave. 

	60
	The High Priest asks Jesus to respond to the charges He has just heard. 

	61
	Jesus did not respond.  These Jews did not want an answer.  They already had their mind made up.  The High Priest, Caiaphas then asks Him the question he already knew.  

	62
	Jesus had spoken openly in the public and would not deny His deity.

	63
	The renting of the clothes was a sign of total grief, but was not allowed by the High Priest (Lev. 21:10).  Caiaphas felt with Jesus’ response he now had a justification for Death! 

	64
	If Jesus was not who he said he was then this was Blasphemy!  Jesus either had to be who he said he was or else worse than and sinner born!!  The Puppet court sentence Jesus to death.  They did not have the power to do so.  This whole trial was a mockery and was done for the sole purpose of pretending to have legal rights to have Jesus killed.

	65
	Jesus was treated badly!  This was only the beginning of his suffering at the hands of evil men.  Jesus was at the whim of evil and evil had a long way to go to prove this Man as worth of saviour of the world.  Satan had tempted him in the wilderness but not allowed to harm him personally.  He would now be allowed to torture Him and ultimately put Him to death. Note:  No one killed Jesus!  They could only do what God allowed them to do to Him.  He is God and as such could not be killed.  Jesus stated it this way: John 10:17-18 and John 19:10-11

	66-72
	This is the story of Peter’s denial.1) He had confidence in himself. 2) He separated himself from Christ and followed from a distance 3) He sat down in the company of Jesus’ adversaries.

	15:1
	The Jews did not have the power to have Jesus killed.  They had to get the Romans to do it for them.  They met first thing in the morning and discussed ways that Rome would justify killing Jesus.  They knew Pilate would not care about Jesus’ claim as Son of God.  They decided to use Jesus’ statement tat he was King of the Jews and make Pilate kill him as a conspirator.  Jesus was once tested by the religious leaders about this and told them to render unto Caesar that which is Caesar and unto Go that which is God’s.  They had no justifications for this charge.

	2
	Pilate, knowing the wickedness of these men asks Jesus the question.  He told him that his kingdom was not of this world but of another and if it was of this world His followers would fight, but His kingdom is a heavenly kingdom.  Pilate sought everyway possible to let Him go!  

	3
	The false leaders continued to bring false accusations against Jesus.  Jesus said nothing.  Their accusations were without merit and everyone knew it.  Jesus did not get into a word contest against ungodly men.  His silence was a stronger statement of His innocence than anything else.


