Leaving A Legacy
Genesis 48:11-19

Introduction:

1. In Last weeks lesson Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and then send them to retrieve his father.  He told him not to bring anything, but that all would be provided for. 45:20

2. Jacob knew that God had promised him this land and was sure that this was where he was suppose to be.  God tells Jacob it is good for him to go into Egypt 46:2-4.  and that He would bring him back again!

3. All Jacob’s direct blood line when into Egypt 66 people 46:26 Count Joseph’s family there were 70 people who counted as descents of Jacob. 46:27

4. God’s plan for Israel included keeping the bloodline pure.  The Egyptians did not like sheepherders.   46:34 This acted a natural barrier between the Jews and the Egyptians.  God had a plan.
5. The Israelites grew in Goshen 47:27

6. Jacob was 130 years old when he entered into Goshen.  He dwelt there for over 17 additional years. 47:28 (he was 147 years old)

7. Jacob called for Joseph and made his swear that he would bury him with his fathers back in the land of promise 47:29-31
Chapter 48

1. Shortly after Joseph had committed to take Jacob back to the promised land and bury him with his fathers, Jacob had a turn for the worst and they told Joseph.  He responded by taking his two sons with him to see Jacob one more time.

2. At the sound that Jacob’s favorite son was here to see him, Jacob uses whatever strength he had left to sit up straight in the bed and want him to see him in the best possible way.

3-4. Jacob reminds Joseph that God made a promise and that Joseph was part of that promise.  God had promised him that the land and the great nation was a sure thing.  

5-6. Because of Reuben’s adultery with Jacob’s concubine Bilhah (Gen 35:22) his birthright was taken from him and given to Joseph’s children giving him a double portion (1 Chronicles 5:1)
7.   Jacob tells Joseph where he buried his mother.

8-9. Jacob meets his grandsons from Joseph and blesses them.

10. Jacob has losing his sight and so Joseph brought them to him and he hugged and  

      kissed them.

The Inexpected Blessing Genesis 48:11-13

11. Jacob had longed to see the face of his son and now God had blessed him so much that he not only saw his son’s face, but his children.

12. Joseph was 2nd in charge of Egypt, but he showed his respect to his father and recognized that God was superior to man.  Jacob was the Heir to the promise and thus deserved more respect than Pharaoh. 
13. Joseph positioned his sons so that the eldest would get the greater blessing.  Joseph should have known that the traditions that made the eldest the greatest was not as common in his family as others.  Jacob was the youngest, Isaac was the younger, and now Joseph was the younger.  Where you were born in the family did not determine your value.  God’s plan was never based upon the eldest but the best for his purposes.

The Greater Blessing Genesis 48:14-16
14. Jacob knew what he was doing when he placed his hands upon Joseph’s sons.  He was lead by the Holy Spirit to bless the younger over the eldest.

The Blessing

15.  

a. He was conferring on Joseph’s sons the same promise given to Abraham and 

    Isaac. (Recognized God the Father)
b. Recognizing God supplies those who follow him their daily needs. (Recognized 

    the Holy Spirit)
c. The words “fed me” means to shepherded me.

      16. 

            a. Confesses his faith in the Son of God (The Angel was Jesus).

b. Only Jesus can redeem us from evil.   The word redeemed means to reclaim 

    something.  Jacob was lost in sin until his redeemer came and revealed himself 

    to him.  Jacob depended on him.  This is the first time the word redeem occurs 

    in scripture and it is associated with Jesus.
c. To know Jesus is the greatest blessing we could ever hope for.

d. Jacob bestowed on Joseph’s son his new name Israel and promises them they 

    will also become a great multitude.

The Prophetic Blessing  Genesis 48:17-19
17.  

a. Joseph interrupts Jacob’s prayer to change his hands. 

b. Jacob’s hands displeased Joseph.  We are not happy when God’s plans do not 

    meet or expectations.

c. We need to be careful not to hinder the plan of God.
18. 

a. Joseph wanted his family to be like every other family.  The eldest being    

    greater than the younger (after all, he was his first born and his favorite?).

b. We do not accept God’s plan easily when it defers from our thoughts on what 

    His plan is.

19. 


a. Jacob refused.  He understood the disappointment Joseph was experiencing, but 

     
   God’s plan must be fulfilled. 


b. He assures Joseph that both his sons will be blessed, but the younger will be 

    greater than the eldest.


c. We must follow God’s plan even when it is difficult for us to accept.

