JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
Introduction John 8:1-11
· In today’s lesson, Jesus goes to the temple. 
· A very large crowd followed Him there.

· He sits down and begins to teach.
· Scribes and Pharisees want to challenge Jesus and bring a woman caught in the very act of adultery.  This woman may have been a prostitute hired by the scribes and Pharisees for the purpose of catching her in the act and then bringing her to Jesus for the test.  It is noted that they did not bring the man.  This was set up by the scribes and Pharisees for the sole purpose of trying to get Jesus to do something they could accuse Him of.

· They referred to the Law of Moses that a person found guilty of adultery is worthy of death.  This is true today!  They are worthy of death.  However, so are they that commit any sin!  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” Roman 6:23.  We are just like the scribes and Pharisees is some way. We see some sins as worse than others.  God see sin as sin and all worthy of death!  Jesus knew she had sinned and did not debate with them.  

· They felt that if He had let her go free, they could accuse Him of not following Moses Law.  If he had her stoned, they could accuse Him of not being the merciful Saviour Him proclaimed to be.  They felt they had Him in a trap He could not escape from. 
· He began to write on the ground as if He had not heard them.   Interesting, Jesus does not need Man to accuse us of sin.  He does not listen to them.  He knows the truth and it is His truth that matters, not mans. 

· Some think Jesus may have written the sins of this woman’s accusers on the ground.  He could have for He knew what they were.  We do not know what He wrote.  
· They continued to ask Him for His judgment.  Jesus’ response was “He that is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone at her” and then wrote again on the ground.
· The multitude of accusers that came to Jesus with the woman “Being convicted by their own conscience” slipped out of the group until only Jesus and the woman was left there.  Jesus stooped writing on the ground and the woman standing beside Him.

· When Jesus stood back up, he saw no one but the woman.  He asked her where all her accusers were.  She said there were none left.  Jesus told her “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more”.  He did not over look her sin; he saw her heart and gave her another change at salvation.  Jesus does that for us everyday. 

· Now we come to our lesson!

John 8:12

1. Jesus tells the multitude that just witnessed this scene.  “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
A. He was referring to both the woman caught in sin and the crowd of accusers.

· The woman’s sin was obvious.

· The crowd of accusers had come face to face with their sins and could not stand in the mist of the light revealing their sin.

B. Jesus tells them how not to be like either of these groups.  “Follow me! “

2. Light was created by God and He said it was good (Gen 1: 3).  Jesus is the light of God.  In Luke 2:32 we see that He is the light to lighten the gentiles.  He was not the Jews Saviour only.  He is our light.  The light of the whole world!  All of our hope!

John 8:13

1. The Pharisee believed that every man is a liar, required at least 2 people to confirm or deny any matter.
2. They ignored all the other witnesses that had been produced in the past.  All his miracles He had preformed.  

3. This was a very weak position by them and had no foundation.  Some do not acknowledge the truth even when they can do nothing else logically.  Rejecting Christ is illogical!

John 8:14-16
1. Jesus uses 3 things to prove that His testimony was true.

a. He fully knew what His purpose was in this life from beginning to end!

b. They were incompetent judges.  They were partial and would not look at the evidence even if presented. They made their judgments based upon the carnal mind and not on the knowledge of the truth.  Jesus had given them a vision of that truth with the woman in adultery. 

c. His testimony of himself was corroborated by the testimony of His father with Him, and for Him.

John 8:17
1. Jesus reminds them that the Mosaic law found in Deut 17:6 stated that at the mouth of two witnesses someone could be worthy of death or Deut 19:15 any accusation against anyone who has at least two witness in their favor on a matter.

John 8:18

1. Jesus said that he is one witness and Hid Father is the other.  God witnessed that Jesus was His son and the light of the world through his miracles

John 8:19

1. The Pharisees asked where is your father.  Let us see him.  

2. Jesus said they could not see the father because they did not believe.  

3. They should have known Jesus was who He said He was, but they chose not to accept Him and therefore they rejected the Father. 

John 8:20

1. Jesus taught in the open and even though the scribes and Pharisees were powerful groups, they could not touch Him yet because it was not the right time.  

2. Jesus was protected supernaturally until it was His time to be offered as the sacrifice. 

John 12:44-46

1. Jesus proclaims that if you believe in Him, you believe in God the Father who sent Him.  

2. This also indicated that if you did not believe in Him you did not believe in the Father.  

3. Only those who believe in Jesus as Saviour will see the Father in Heaven

4. Jesus gives all us a choice:  He states He has come as a light into this world.  If we believe in Him, we will no longer live in darkness but the truth of God will allow us to see through that darkness and follow Him.
