Your Actions, Your Consequences
Jeremiah 7:11-15;  2 Kings 23:36-37

Background

1. Prophesized to the Southern Kingdom of Judah

2. Late 7th and early 6th centuries B.C.

3. He was born in Anathoth, a tiny village northeast of Jerusalem.

4. His call came during the reign of King Josiah, who was the last of Judah’s godly kings.

5. After King Josiah’s death, the nation began a fall into apostasy. The next four kings were all wicked and vile men.  They not only disobeyed God, but plunged the nation into idolatry.

6. Jeremiah never had success.  He was faithful to his calling inspite of what the world would see as inability to change the nation’s mind on their sin.  

7. The life of Jeremiah is a testimony to a MAN that served God.  It is our duty to do His will without regard of the results.  God is responsible for the results, we are responsible for the effort.

8. In this lesson, we will look at the third message Jeremiah delivered to the people of Judah.

Jeremiah 7:1-10 (Not included in the lesson)

      Vs 1-2  

1. God told Jeremiah to go to the temple and give the people that come a message. 

2. These people had come to get forgiveness for their sins.  They were following the ritual of worship.

      Vs 3

1. This is a conditional prophecy.  It will only be fulfilled during the millennium.

a. Amend your ways and doing

b. Trust not in lying words

c. IF you thoroughly amend your ways and doings.

d. IF you thoroughly execute judgment.
e. IF you do not oppress strangers, orphans, or widows.

f. IF you do not shed innocent blood.

g. Neither walk after other gods to your hurt.

Result: I see to it that you will dwell in this land that I gave your fathers.

2. Amend your ways and I will make it so you will dwell in this place forever.

3. These people were committing sin and then coming to the temple and walking away as if they were ok with God.
4. People today are doing the same.  They live like they want and then come to church on Sunday and leave feeling like they are ok but do not repent from their sins.  They go on living like they did before.
      Vs 4 - 5

1. God tells them not to trust in their lying words.

2. God is merciful. He tells them if they would really mean what they pray, He would forgive them.

      Vs 6-7
1. If you repent and turn from your wicked ways, God would honor His covenant with Abraham and they as his descendants would continue to live in the land forever.
     Vs 8-10

1. God says:  What are you thinking?

2. Do you really think you can do what you are doing and I will let you just keep on doing it without and consequences?

The Hardness of God’s People

Vs. 11
1. Den of robbers is a place where evildoers go to hid from those seeking to punish them.

2. These people were using God’s house in the same way, and thinking that they could hide from their sins by going to church.

The Hand of God’s punishment
Vs. 12
1. God gives them an example to see what he has done and will do to them if they continue on this evil path.

2. Shiloh is an example that they should have remembered (I Samuel 4:3-5,10-11)
a. The people were disobedient to God.

b. They were not winning their war against the Philistines because they were not serving him.

c. They thought that if they had the Ark of the Convent with them they would be successful.  This is only an outward trust.  They did not trust the God that the Ark represented.

d. They put their trust in an object of a ritual.
e. They were defeated and the Ark was taken because they did not trust in God.  They put their trust in the wrong thing.

3. God promises them He would do what He had done before.
Vs 13
1. And now – “Here we are then”  After all you have seen and heard, but we are still at this point in time.

2. Because … --God’s destruction is coming because of their sin.  It is not God’s will.  Man is in hell because of his unbelief and not because of God’s desire.

3. I spake … -- God sent prophets from the beginning to warn them but they would not obey.
Vs.14 – 15

1. Because of you sin, I will cast you out just like the other 10 tribes of Israel.

2. They had been taken and scattered across the world some 93 years prior.

The Reign of King Jehoiakim 2 kings 23:36-37

The purpose of this section is to show the final destruction of Judah.  Read the section from the teacher’s quarterly on the history and the results.
