 Thoughtful Speech James 3:1-10, 13-18

Introduction

1. We have all had problems with something we have said.

2. We have hurt our friends, family, co-workers, and ourselves.

3. We have all wished we could take back something we have said.

The Power of the Words James 3:1-10

Vs 1

1. My brethren – this message is to fellow Christians.

2. Masters – means teachers

3. James tells them not to quickly seek the job of teacher (spiritual). Teachers should not be novices, but experienced Christian.

4. The warning James gives them refers to the greater condemnation.  This has to do with the huge responsibility teaching carries with it. When you agree to teach someone the Word of God, you must be sure that you are correct in what you say.  It is dangerous to lead someone astray!

Vs 2

1. James uses this point to turn to his message on the tongue.

2. There are lots of different ways we can offend people. (places we go, things we do...)

3. The greatest damage we can do is with the tongue.

4. If we can control the tongue, it would be easy to control the rest of the body.

Vs 3

1. James gives an example of how something so small can control the entire body.

2. A bit that goes in a horses mouth is very small compared to the horse, but by moving it from one side to another the mighty animal is driven this way or that.

Vs 4

1. James gives another example.

2. A Rutter of a  ship is also very small compared to the might ships, but that small rutter makes the ship move left or right.  The person who controls the rutter is seen as the driver/sailor of the boat.


Vs 5

1. James now brings the comparison between the previous examples

2. Even though the tongue is small, just like the bit in the mouth it can control the person and as the rutter of a ship and determine the ways the ship will go, into the storm or away to clear skys, the tongue and direct our lifes to safety or harm.

3. Boasteth greast things – the tongue can be used for great things to preach the Word, to praise God, greatly impact people for good.

4. The tongue that is not careful can be similar to a small spark. It can create a great fire.  This is sometimes good thing and sometimes a bad thing.  

5. Fire that is out of control can destroy property and lifes.

Vs 6

1. The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity – the spark of the tongue can cause great sin, a world unto itself.

2. An uncontrolled tongue has the effect of

a. defiling the whole body - 

b. Shows the world what is in soul.

c. This type of use of the tongue is not from God, but satan.  Christians must examine their hearts if they have the problem of uncontrolled tongue.  

3. This problem is a result of sin in the heart.

4. Used properly the fire is great!

1. Jer 5:14 

Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

Vs 7 &8

1. Man has tamed every kind of creature

2. Man can not control the tongue

3. If the tongue is to be controlled it must be done so by the grace of the Almighty God.

4. If not, it is an “unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

5. Unruly evil – Foul language has become acceptable in our society and has become part of our everyday speech.

6. Full of deadly poison – Poison usually takes a little time to flow through the blood stream before it kills.  The tongue may not destroy with the first bite, but its poison begins with the first unruly speech.

Vs 9 & 10

1.  The tongue is used in conflict.

  
  a. It is used to bless and curse

              b. It is used to praise and blaspheme.


  c. It is used to lead men to God, or to lead them astray.

      2.    This conflict should not be in the same person's speech.

      3.    Christians must let God have control of their speech.

      4.    A preacher preached a sermon on laying your sins on the altar and in the altar call he said 

             anyone who wants to get their sins removed all they have to do is bring them to the altar and  

             leave them there.  One of the lady's of the church who was a know gossiper can and told the 

             preacher she wanted to lay her tongue on the altar.  The preacher told her well we only have 30 

             feet, but we can double it up.  

The Preeminence of Wisdom James 3:13-18

Vs 13

1. Wisdom is critical for a good leader.

2. A good leader has control over his/her conversation.

Vs 14 vs 15

1. If you have bitter envying or strife in your heart, you have a problem spiritually.

2. You do not need to be in a leadership position in the church.

3. This type of wisdom is not from God, but is 

a. Earthly - 

b. Sensual

c. Devilish

4. Mt 12:34
O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

Vs 16

1. The results of envy and strife is confusion and every evil work.

2. 1Co 14:33 - Show Context
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 


Vs 17 & 18


      1. The Wisdom from God has the following characteristics


          a. Pure


          b. Then peaceable


          c. Gentle

                     d. easy to be entreated

                     e. full of mercy and good fruit

                      f. without partiality

                     g. without hypocrisy

