The Way to Love and Life
Introduction I John 5:1-13
1. I would like you to help me with a situation:

a. You travel to a far country that has never seen a possum.

b. In the course of discussion one day, you bring up something related to a possum.

c. The person does not know what a possum is and asks you to list the characteristics of a possum to make sure that is this person sees this creature they will know that’s what it is.

d. Help me list the Characteristics of a possum. (Let the class spend a few minutes listing characteristics of a possum).

e. Now to make sure they know a possum when they see one, you bring several animals to them ad have them tested to see if it is indeed a possum.

i. Raccoon
ii. Rabbit

iii. Short hair terrier

iv. Genie Pig

v. A Possum
f. The Raccoon is not the first stage of a possum, nor is the Rabbit a 2nd stage, they may have a characteristic in common, but a possum is a possum and was always a possum and will always be a possum.

2. In today’s lesson, John concludes his epistle making sure they know what a Christian should look like by finalizing his thought on Christian love and ensuring that they can know for sure they are saved.
3. He points out that to know God causes us to be different.  
2Co 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Ga 6:15 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. 

4. This knowledge changes us completely.

Characteristics of Christians

I John 5:1-5
1.  Believes that Jesus is the Christ   Vs 1  (is born of God)

2.  Loves not only God, but those that love God  (other Christians) Vs 1

3.  Keeps God’s Commandments  Vs 2

4.  Not only do they keep His commandments, but they do so with joy!  Vs 3

5.  Through their Faith in Jesus as the son of God, they have victory over this 

world  Vs 4 & 5

Who is Jesus Really?

I John 5:6-9.  

1. If we are to have faith in Jesus, we need to make sure we truly know who He is.
1. Jesus came by the Water and the Blood – 2 thoughts:

a. This refers to the scripture where Jesus is dead and the solder pierced His side to prove he was truly dead but now is alive (They must believe this as truth).

Joh 19:34 

But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 

b. Water refers to Jesus’s Baptism that begin His earthly ministry and Blood refers to his  bloody death on the cross.  This approach seem more likely the intended meaning.  The later part of the Vs 6 talks about the Spirit, which is truth, bearing witness continually.  

Joh 1:32 

And John bare record, saying *, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
2. He is part of the heavenly trinity, each testifying to Jesus’ identity.  Vs 7
a. If ever you must have faith it is with this doctrine.  How can their be 3 distinct entities but yet all three are the one.  Our minds can not understand, but by faith we Know it is so!  
b. John  reminds them that the Spirit, water and the blood all acted as one to testify as to Jesus’ identity on Earth.  This is the same as the trinity in heaven. Vs 8.

c. John concludes that even though we have received witnesses of who Jesus is from Earthly elements, the fact that we have testimony from God that is greater. Vs 9
With Jesus we have heaven
I John 5:10-12.  

1. Vs 10a If we believe in Jesus, we also have “the witness with us”:  The Holy Spirit dwells within the believer as soon as they believe.
Galatians 4:6 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

2. Vs 10b You are either saved by believing, or you are lost.  It is that simple.
3. Vs 10c “The record”  This could mean The Bible. 
2Ti 3:16 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

4. Vs 11  The whole purpose of the Bible is to tell people how to gain eternal life.  Simply believe in God’s son!

5. The choice is very simple!  Vs 12!!!!!!
How we can know for sure we are saved!

I John 5:13!!!  Because the Bible tells me so!!!
