Harmony At Home   Ephesians 5:21-33, 6:1-4
Introduction:

1. A few questions related to the WIVES

    * What is the relationship between "submission" and "obedience"? (1Pet 3:5,6)

    * What are some examples of how we practice submission to the Lord?

    * What are some examples of a wife submitting to her husband?

    * What conflicts do you see between this passage and today's society?

    * For example, is the role of a husband a recognized authority figure in today's society?

    * Is "submission" of a wife considered a virtue in today's society?

    * For woman who are married or considering marriage, under what conditions would you be willing to obey your husband? (Probably good to clarify this before you get married!)

    * For men considering marriage, what characteristics might you look for in a woman which may indicate that she would recognize and submit to your authority over her as her husband?

2. A few questions related to the HUSBANDS

    *How did Christ express His love for the church? (vs 25-27);  What was His primary concern?

    * How might this concept of love differ from the world's concept of love?

    * How might husbands be involved in the process of making their wives holy and blameless?

    * if we really love our own body, wouldn't it be best to for it whatever it wants us to do? (vs 29)

          o (For example, eat whatever and whenever we want to eat?)

          o What might be the outcome if we did?

I. Women, Paul was not a chauvinist Eph 5:21-24

Vs 21
1. Let no man be stubborn in his opinion to disturb the peace of the church – Dakes

2. Submit

a. An interesting word that is always seen in our society as weekness.

b. No one wants to be subject to someone else.

c. We are subject to a variety of people anyway.

i. The Government.

ii. The employer.

iii. The financial Institutions.

iv. God

3. One way to measure one's reverence for Christ is by their attitude towards and the degree to which they properly submit to the human authorities God has established in their life.

4. Paul then discusses the people in positions over us in the eyes of God.

Vs 22

1. In this modern age of feminism this is perhaps one of the most contemptible verses in the Bible to the modern feminist, and as such it is one of the ways in which Christian women can be outstanding in the practice of their faith. 

2. As it is Western feminist society doesn't even recognize the role of husband as one having a legitimate God given role of authority over his wife. 

3. Isaiah 3:12 -  modern society can be characterized as God had spoken in Isaiah, "As for my people, Children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy path." 

4. The manner in which wives submit to their husbands is a reflection of the manner in which they submit to the Lord. Being submissive to the Lordship of Christ will be reflected in your marriage. 

Vs 23

1. The head is only one part of the body. There are other parts just as important.
a. Without the heart you could pump blood through your body.

b. Without your digestive system you would have no way of getting the nourishment you body need.  

c. Without you lungs you would be able to give you blood the oxygen it needs.

2. The husband is head of his wife in a similar manner in which Christ is head of the church. 

3. Just as Christ was responsible for the direction the church is to take, the husband is responsible for his family’s path.  Too many fathers do not do their job and leaves it up to the wife (Thank God for Godly women who have done both the mother and father’s job because of the sorry-ness of the husband).

Vs 24

1. In considering what constitutes submission in a marriage relationship we can draw upon what the Bible says of the subordinate role of the church to Christ. 

2. How does the church submit to Christ? 

a. It first of all takes on an attitude of subordination and embraces the intention to do what he said. And as such it seeks to find out what the Lord has commanded explicitly and implicitly and what are his intentions concerning the purpose and role of the church so as to derive applications in accordance with his will. 

b. Secondly is the church's practice of verbally acknowledging the lordship of Christ. From this analogy wives can derive applications as to how they may treat their husbands appropriately.

3. Now as for the phrase "in everything", due to the infiltration of feminism into modern Christendom, and consequently the lack of education on the subject of submission, there seems to be a great deal of hostility and ignorance on the concepts of submission to human authority.

a. All human authority has only a limited realm of authority outside of which it cannot exercise legitimate authority.

b. For example Christians were commanded to submit to civil authority even though at times civil authority would overstep their bound. Consequently many early Christians were killed by civil authority because they refused to worship Caesar, a command given by Caesar outside of his legitimate realm of authority. And yet they continued to obey with regards to other civil regulations. 

c. Likewise for wives. "In everything" is referring to everything which is within their husband's legitimate realm of authority. 

d. If for example a husband was to instruct his wife to violate civil regulations that is not within his realm of authority. Likewise if a husband commands his wife to do something God indicates is sin. That's not within his legitimate realm of authority and as such the wife should disregard such a command. But that does not then invalidate the commands he has given which were within his legitimate realm of authority.
III. Husbands, Act like a man (a Godly Man); Eph 5:25-32

Vs 25

1. Today society is so focused on the “me” that most relationships are built on “lust”. Lust is seeking what you want out of a relationship with little care for what the other person wants.  This is not LOVE.  No wonder marriages are failing!

2. Notice that while wives were instructed to obey their husbands, the husband is instructed to love his wife. 
3. Two parts in a love relationship.

a. The one under authority expresses love for the authority through obedience and consequently respect. 
b. Those in authority are to love by seeking to meet the real needs of those under authority, even sacrificially so.
4. God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten son to die in our place that we might have life. Jesus so loved the world that He accepted the task and said “let thy will be done”. God seeks the best for His Children. God expect those who love Him to obey Him.  
Vs 26
1. Sanctify the church – this means to set it apart from the world.

2. Cleanse the church – this mean keeping it set apart from the world.

3. Only through the preaching and teaching of God’s Word can this be done!

Vs 27

1. The purpose of sanctification is to prepare the church to come into the glory of the Father.

2. Three stages of sanctification:

a. Positional Sanctification – The moment you are saved you are positionally set as a member of the body of Christ.

b. Progressive Sanctification -  As we grow in Christ through the study of His Word, we grow more like Him and we turn over more of our life to Him.

c. Perfect Sanctification – When we are absent from the body we will be in the presence of Jesus.  We will be like Him (perfect, without sin).

3.  Jesus' priority with regards to the church is to make her holy and blameless. 

4. The implications Paul wants us to infer concerning the husband's role appears to be to nurture the wife in such a way as to make her attractive to oneself. Now as the values of a Christian husband are aligned with Christ, it would appear the process and goals would be similar. 
Vs 28
1. When God created woman, He did so from man. They both were from the same person.  When God ordained marriage, He declared in His site the two would become one flesh. (Gen 2:24)

2. The Husband should treat his wife as he would want to be treated.  If he truly loves his wife he will loved her at least as much as he loves himself.

Vs 29
1. The Bible says that “No Man ever yet hated his own flesh” What do you think about people who commit suicide?

2. Are there people today who hate themselves?

3. I think that men do not hate themselves, they hate others to the point that that want to send shock and pain to others by having them deal with their death!

4. Men really love themselves and want the very best for themselves.  They do this out of selfishness. 

5. God wants man to understand that the same love they love themselves with should be same love they have for their wives.  Even more, they should be willing to sacrifice themselves for their loved ones.  Christ is the example!

Vs 30
· We as Christians are members of his body,
Vs 31
1. A repeat of Gen 2:24 as it related to marriage.

Vs 32
· What is the mystery of marriage? 
1. Marriage was designed to be an analogy of the relationship between Christ and the church. 
2. The Christian's objective in marriage is to try to conform to that design. 
3. Thus by understanding the intended relationship between Christ and the church we can learn more about God's intentions concerning the marriage relationship. 
4. And conversely, by understanding and experiencing marriage, we can further our understanding of the relationship intended between Christ and the church.
Vs 33
· Concludes with two thoughts:

a. Husbands love your wives like you love yourselves.

b. Wives, honor your husbands as the head of the household and as the one responsible for the spiritual condition of the family.

III. Children, Help us help You Eph. 6:1-4

Vs 1-3
· Children are to obey their parents – 4 reasons

a. This is the right thing to do (vs 1)

b. A commandment (vs 2)

c. A blessing is a result (vs 3).

d. Long life (vs 3).

Vs 4

· 2 commands for fathers

a. Provoke not to wrath

i. Do not treat them harshly

ii. Avoid severity, anger, cruelty …

iii. Abusive parents usually have children that grow up to abuse their children.

b. Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

i. the sum of the environmental factors influencing the behavior and traits expressed by an organism.
ii. Create an environment where the child sees the parent following the Word of God and holding them in accordance with the same requirements fairly.  Not Do as I say not as I do!

