Finding Stability and Permanence Today  Hebrews 13:1-16
I. 
The way we deal with others 1-4

Four commands as to how believers are to treat others

a. Let brotherly love continue Vs 1

i. Philo is the Greek word used which means brotherly love 

ii. We are to be show concern for others.

iii. We are to be friendly to all we meet.  

b. We are to be mindful to entertain strangers Vs 2

i. It is easy to be kind to family members but we are commanded to be kind to strangers.

ii. We instruct our children to never talk to strangers.

iii. We live in a society where we do not trust people we do not know.

iv. Would you stop and help someone who is broken down beside the highway…away from town….at night?
v. Luke 10:29-37 Jesus tells us who our neighbor is – anyone who needs our help.

c. Remember them that are in bonds

i. This refers to Christians who are in prisons because of the cause of Christ.

ii. We should empathize with those who suffer to the point we actually feel their pain.

d. Marriage is honorable in all

i. We are to treat our spouses with respect and honor.

ii. The marriage relationship should be both emotional and physical – Ordained by God to be so.

iii. Those who would break this God ordained union through adultery or whoremongering, God will judge.  It is not us to us to judge those who may have broken the bonds of marriage by defiling the marriage bed because God has promised us He would do that judging Himself. 
II. The Way We Live in Society vs 5-6

a. The section deals with the way we should live as citizens
b. Conversations – lifestyles

c. We are to live, satisfied with God gives us.  Many of us are in dept where to either can barely make it, or worse.  It is estimated that there will be more house foreclosures this year that home purchases.  

d. We should be satisfied with the blessing God has Blessed us!

e. Luke 12:15 

f. What we NEED in this life is Christ!  We should not become so possessed with the desires to have riches and wealth of this world that we spend out time on focusing on them.

g. If we turn our focus toward Christ, He becomes what we desire.  He is where we spend out time and money and efforts.

h. We can depend on Him to overcome all my problems by helping us face them with Him by our side.

III. The Way We Reverence God  7-16

a. Vs 7

i. Listen to those who have spiritual rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you. 

1. Pastor

2. Deacons

3. Husbands

4. Parents

ii.  Those who have spoken the word of God  -- this means only those who speak the word of God we are to follow and honor spiritually.
iii. Considering the end of their conversation – we should evaluate the way they live their life before we honor them in this manner.

b. Vs 8

i. Jesus is also among that list

ii. He has demonstrated His life through what He has done and His promises for tomorrow can be trusted upon.

iii. He is unchangeable

iv. He is eternal

c. Vs 9

i. Don’t get carried away with strange doctrines

1. How many times do we do some ritual in church or follow some way of doing things because we have always done it that way.  This may be okay, but it does not make it God’s commands.  We need to be careful not to create statements of convictions which are things to us and then demand them from others.

2. Churches that are not build on the Word, develop strange doctrines that we are not to follow.

d. Vs 10-16

i. The writer cover one example of strange and false doctrine that was causing problems among the Hebrews.

ii. Some believed that people where to accept Christ but then still be required to follow all the Old testament laws.
iii. We are to offer the sacrifice of praise and worship to God.  This is the offering God desires of each of us.

