PERSONAL CONSEQUENCES OF SIN!
Ezekiel 18:4, 20-23, 30-32

Introduction

1. One of the certainties of life is that actions have consequences.

a. Rock thrown into a mud puddle causes a ripple and anyone standing to close will get muddy.

b. Speeding can result in an accident, or a traffic ticket.

c. Not wearing a seatbelt can result in greater harm if an accident occurs.

2. What are some examples you can think of – consequences of actions

3. Ezekiel is a prophet around the same time as Jeremiah. 

a. He is carried away to Babylon along with thousands of other Jews.

b. God calls him while he is in Babylon to minister to the displaced Jews.

c. He was called to be a watchman – Watchmen were placed in the city walls to warn the people of approaching enemies.  Ezekiel was to warn the people of the approaching consequences of sin.

I. God’s Judgment Against Sin – Ezekiel 18:4, 20-23

a. Vs 18:1-4

i. The people were denying their sins. They were blaming their captivity on the sins of their fathers.

ii. God tells them that all souls are mine.

iii. Each person is responsible for their own actions.

iv. God states the simple truth: “The Soul that sinneth, it shall die.

1. Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin” speaks to consequences of action.

2. Romans 1:18 – God will reveal the consequences of sin against the unrighteous.

b. Vs 20

i. We are accountable for our own sins and must pay that price ourselves.
c. Vs 21-23

i. If the wicked turn from his wicked ways, God will forgive and they shall live.

1. 2 Peter 3:9 – God is not willing for anyone to die.
2. He has provided a way for the vilest of sinner to be saved.

a. Romans 3:10 – Since none is righteous

b. Romans 3:23 – and all have sinned and come short

c. Romans 5:8-10 – God provides a way out
d. Romans 6:23 – God offers a choice

e. Romans 10:9-10 – Simple faith

f. Roman 10:13 – The result

d. Tale of two men:

i. Jeffery Dalhmer – read story and then Max quote

ii. Ben Franklin – read his letter to Ezra Stiles

iii. Which will be in heaven?
II. God’s Judgment against Israel

a. God tells Israel if they turn and confess, He will hear!
