Renewal of life Ezekiel 37:1-14

Introduction
The people of Judah were exiled from their homeland with no evidence that they would return again in their lifetime. It is likely that by the time Ezekiel shares this vision of hope with the people, they were aware that Jerusalem had been devastated and their temple of worship had been razed. They were despondent not only that they had lost their homes, their way of life, and their homeland, but that the only place that they believed God existed, in their Temple, was lost to them forever. They likely believed that they had been abandoned by God permanently and that no hope existed for them or for their descendents. It is also probable that they believed that the covenant with God had been broken. The words that God shares with Ezekiel in verse 11 support this conclusion:

Our bones are dried up,

And our hope is lost;

We are cut off completely
This deep lament illustrated the extreme sadness and dejection experienced by the exiles (and perhaps those living in Jerusalem and the rest of Judah). 
Ezekiel was an old-world prophet and a bridge for the exiles to their Temple worship cult. As one in a line of priests, Ezekiel had the tradition, the language, and the authority to bridge the gap that existed for the exiles. Their religion and their God were lost to them and Ezekiel offered a unique presence to help them through this difficult period.
Ezekiel had gained a reputation sharing oracles of immense doom that had, for the most part, materialized and this credibility made it possible for him to preach of the hope of restoration of land of Judah.

I. An Assessment of the Situation 1-2
Vs 1 and 2.
1. ”The hand of the Lord was upon me” - This means that God strengthen Ezekiel for the message to come.

2. Ezekiel is transported to a plain where there had been a great battle fought years ago where many thousands of Jewish soldiers were killed and where there bodies were left to rot.  
3. This battle had been so long ago that there were no signs of life, nothing was left but dry bones. (This could be in his mind or in person.  It really matters not.  Both could have happened and both would have the same meaning).
4. God took Ezekiel all around this field so he could clearly see there were nothing left by dry bones.  NO LIFE AT ALL!

II. Is anything too Hard for God? 3-6
Vs 3

1. “Son of Man”

a) The word mortal is used in the NRSV instead of the phrase “son of man” which is used in most other versions and translations of the Old Testament. 
b) The phrase that appears in the Hebrew text is bēn ādām. This phrase begins with bēn which is translated into many different words, one of which is son. The word ādām which also has several translations, one of which is man. Son of man seems to be a very logical translation. 
c) The NRSV translates this phrase as mortal because this phrase is also often translated as human or human being. 
d) The translators decided to translate this phrase as mortal to capture the human nature of the person being described and also eliminating any gender bias in the phrase, “son of man.”
e) This phrase is used three times in the passage under study and seems to work well in the first instance as it offers the stark contrast between the power of God and the human ability of Ezekiel. 
f) Otherwise, it seems only to be used in Ezekiel as a replacement for his name. 
g) The phrase “son of man” is used very sparingly otherwise (i.e. Daniel 8:17) in the entire Old Testament. 
h) For some reason, God refuses to name Ezekiel by his name throughout the book of Ezekiel. The term mortal is used ninetythree times in the book of Ezekiel.
1. God’s Question is rhetorical. 

a. 2 thoughts 

i. Man’s answer – There is absolutely no life left.  NO WAY!

ii. God’s answer – Is there anything too hard for God to do?

b. Ezekiel knew that God could do anything or nothing and therefore he was trusting God to answer the question.

Vs 4

1. God commands Ezekiel to prophesy upon these bones.

     a.  God uses men to deliver His message.

     b. He preached directly to the dry bones.  God wants us to tell the truth of His Son 

         (life) to our dry bones (those who have NO sign of Christ in them at all). This looks 

         like an impossible task, but now we are back to the question!

Vs 5

1. God will cause breath to enter into these bones and live!

2. God is the source of breath – Genesis 2:7

3. God is the only Being who can give life!

Vs 6
1. God will bring life to that which had no hope of life!

2. He will do this so you will know He is Lord!

III. I did as I was told and the foot bone connected to the leg bone. 7-8

Vs 7-8

1. After God’s man did as he was told, God’s work began to be accomplished.

2. The power of God shook the ground and there was a great noise. When God moves in    

     mighty ways He shakes the foundations of peoples lives and  others hear of it.
3. The work was not complete.  Even thought the bones and flesh had been restored, there 

     still was no life.

Preach in the Power of the Spirit vs 9-10

Vs 9

1. We must be more empowered by the Spirit than by the Flesh.

2. “spirit, breath, and wind”

a. The words are used somewhat interchangeably through the Hebrew word rûaη within this passage. 
b. The word is used in different forms with different meanings with the predominant meaning relating to the Spirit of God. 
c. It is argued by many people that the word rûaη is directly related to the term nešāmâ which is found in Genesis 2:7 to describe the breath of life that God breathes into Adam to initiate life.
d. Similarly, the word ‘esem translated to the word bones in this passage is also related to Genesis 2:23 regarding the phrases “bone of my bones” and “flesh of my flesh” also referring to the initiation of human life.
3. These slain represents a violent death – Israel had been killed in mass numbers as a 

     result of their disobedience to God.

Vs 10

1. When God’s people do His will, He can raise a great Army of believer for the battles we must face in this world.

IV. The Interpretation thereof  11-14

Vs 11

1. The bones are the house of Israel. 

2. They believe they are lost without any hope and all is lost.
3. Before God can help a person find life, he/she must recognize their hopelessness.

V12

1. He still called them His people –even though they had rejected Him over and over.

2. God will bring them out of their hopeless estate and restore them to their home He had 

    promised. 

Vs 13-14

1. When these events happen, it will not be by chance.  It will be because I, The Lord    

    have brought it about and you will know for sure it was me!

2.  God has already begun this work.  It was a miracle and continues to be so.

3. God keeps His promises.

Conclusion
The big idea of this passage is representative of Ezekiel’s theology and perspective on God. I am reminded of the passage from Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” In Ezekiel’s vision for the exiles, the power of

Lord GOD, guided by the love and grace of God, takes his disobedient people when they are at their lowest, re-assembles them and breathes new life into them. Then, in an exceptional turn of grace, God reminds them of his covenantal promise to them and fulfills it once again by returning them to their homeland in Jerusalem.

God has no bounds in love and mercy and the power of God is limitless. This is a God of life; a God of unconditional love. The vision acts as a reminder that God will never abandon his people. The interpretation makes clear that faith that is dead can always be brought back to life and that God will always be there to support that recreation and power it with the breath of the Holy Spirit.

I think that it is wrong to make the easy and logical leap that Ezekiel intended his audience to see this vision and oracle as an expression of individual resurrection. As Christians reading backward in time, it seems so clear to us that we should see this story as a foreshadowing of the resurrection of Christ and our own promise of resurrection.

There is no doubt that this passage offered people who felt they lacked any semblance of hope, the promise of a miraculous future. Who can read this passage and not see that if God can bring long-dead, dried, detached, and inanimate bones back to life, then he most certainly has the power to regenerate or re-create a faith that is severely wanting? This is a far cry from individual resurrection.

I cannot help but think of so many churches that are struggling today because the faith in their people is dead like the dry bones in the valley. They cannot see how they and their congregation can ever be revived. Just like the people of Judah who were disobeying God’s commands and thus breaking their covenant with God, through selfishness and a lack of love toward the poorest and weakest among them, our congregations have become similarly de-railed in their faith. The abominations that Ezekiel spoke of were not a characteristic that was the sole purview of the exiled people of Jerusalem.
Many churches today can also see themselves in the same mirror. Though hope may be lost in these assemblies of God’s people, the breath of new life is available to them at any time. All that is required is to realign the bones of love and compassion, assemble the sinews and flesh of unconditional love, cover themselves with the skin of the universal church of God, and open their nostrils to receive the life-giving breath of the Holy Spirit to bring new life to their desiccated carcasses. God never abandons us, we only turn away. We as his people need only to turn back to God to be able to receive the breath that reanimates our dried up and disconnected souls.

