Dashed Hopes and Fond Wishes

Genesis 29:21-35
Introduction:

1. Jacob – the name means trickster or deceiver

2. Jacob was use to getting the best in deals with others.

a. Esau and his birth right

b. Isaac and his blessing

3. If you practice deceitfully toward others you will eventually get what’s coming to you. Laban was the master at deceit! 

4. Isaac had told Jacob to go to his mother’s brother’s house and get him a wife (This showed Isaac’s love and devotion to Rebekah.  He hoped that Jacob would be as happy as he).

5. Jacob’s meeting of Rachel Genesis 29:1-14
6. vs 15 -After a month of working for Laban, Laban wants Jacob to stay and work on. He wants to make an arrangement with Jacob so he would stay.
7. vs 16 -Laban had two daughters, Leah the oldest, and Rachel the younger. 

a. Vs 17 -Leah 

i. Oldest

ii. Tender eyed- could mean soft, weak, no sparkle, tender, attractive.

iii. She was not ugly.  She just did not have that sparkle that Rachel had.

b. Vs 17 -Rachel

i. Youngest

ii. Very beautiful

iii. Jacob was hooked at first sight.

8. vs 18-19 -The Deal – Jacob would serve Laban seven years for Rachel 

9. vs 20 – Jacob served Laban a certain amount of time.  It probably was not the full seven years.  Too many events have to take place for this time to be the full seven years.  
JACOB IS TRICKED  VS 21- 29

Vs 21

1. My days are fulfilled -  This shows that the full seven years probably were not fulfilled.  The “days” mean a certain portion of the time elapsed as part of the initial contract.  This is true for most dowries. The father gives a certain amount after a certain time and then the rest at certain intervals.

Vs 22

1. Laban held a big party and invited all the people of the area.

2. This could have been done to put pressure on Jacob to follow through with Laban’s planned deceit.

3. These events usually last a week.

Vs 23-24
1. Laban gave Leah instead of Rachel.

a. The bride had a heavy veil 

b. Jacob may have been drunk

c. Leah no doubt looked a lot like her sister and probably was similar in build and size.

d. It was dark!  (We no not know darkness like they did).

2. Laban made sure the rouse was complete.  He gave Leah a handmaid, Zilpah. She became the slave to Leah.  The husband has no say over the wives handmaid.
Vs 25

1. Jacob, the deceiver, is deceived.

2. God wants Jacob to experience some of his own medicine. 

3. The question Jacob asked no doubt had been asked by Esau of him.

Vs 26

1. Laban told the truth.  There were laws that required the elder daughter be married first. He just chose not to tell Jacob because he knew Jacob would do whatever he needed to do to get Rachel.

Vs 27

1. Laban offers to still meet the requirement of Jacob, for an additional 7 years.

2. The week refers to the end of the wedding feast.
Vs 28- 29
1. After the week, Rachel is given to Jacob along with Bilah as her handmade.
LEAH IS FRUITFUL 30-35
Vs 30 

1. Jacob is biased toward Rachel

Vs 31 - 35

1. Hated means preference

2. Leah was Jacob’s first wife.  No matter how it came about.  Her children were the children of the law.  The fourth son born to Leah was Judah.  The tribe from where Jesus was to be born.  

3. Leah is honored more than Rachel for all eternity!

4.  The four sons shows a progression in the faith of Leah

a. Reuben – Behold a son – She was trying to please Jacob to get more attention.

b. Simeon – Hearing – God is doing what I ask so I can get my husband attention.

c. Levi – joined – Jacob will now join with me because of my 3 sons.

d. Judah – Praise – I will praise the Lord because He hath given me 4 sons.
