Christians without Borders Acts 8:4-17
Introduction:

1. Have you heard of an organization called doctors without borders.  It is an organization of doctors that go anywhere they are needed without regard to the political ramifications.  They go, sometimes at great risk to themselves to help others.  This title is profound.  Just like those doctors go where they are needed regardless of the consequences, so should we who proclaim to be Christians.

2. Act chapter 8 takes place at one of the moments in the history of the church that it was at its most vunerable.  

3. The young Christians were being hunted down and tortured, and killed.

4. Saul had received permission in writing to hunt down and capture and kill ALL Christians.  Acts 8:1

5. It is reported that over 18,000 killed during that time of persusion, a lot associated with Saul.

6. This caused the church to spread out.  Most because they feared death, but some because they feared others would die in their sins without the saviour if not for them to tell them.  

7. These people feared not spreading the gospel more than fearing death.  

8. Only the Apostles were not in hiding.  The leaders still feared the people in regard to them.
9. After Stephen’s death, Saul moved his persecution into a higher level, going house to house pulling people out into the street and having them hauled to jail.

10. This is the context in which this lesson takes place.

The conversion of the soul happens in a moment (the mirical of the moment), the creation of a saint takes a lifetime!
Persecuted but still preaching   Acts 8:4

1. The death of Stephen did more to help the gospel than he could have done with his life.  
2. This death caused the church to be persecuted greater than it had ever been before.  It is like pouring water on gas.  It only caused the fire to get bigger because it causes it to spread.  
3. Persecution is good for the church.  The church in the soviet union was one of the faster growing churches in the world.  I have not heard what has happened since the losing up on religious rights, but I can only guess that it has caused the church’s growth to begin to slow.  People who served God in the face of death have already decided they will die for the cause and therefore they want to make it worth it with their death.
Evangelism in Samaria  Acts 8:5-8
1. Phillip was a deacon.  

2. God called him, just like us to tell others of Him.

3. When Phillip got to Samaria he found that they needed to heard the word of Jesus and His resurrection.  

4. Because he was willing to share his faith, the people accepted Christ in one accord.  There was a great evangelistic event.

5. God had given Phillip the power to perform miracles:  Casting out demons.  Some of these were sick because of demon passion.

6. The city as a whole was overwhelmed with joy.
The Apostles’ Visit  Acts 8:9-17

1. Simon was a religious leader before Phillip and the gospel got there.  He liked being seen as a great man of god and missed that when Jesus arrived in the hearts of the people. (Vs 9-13).  In Vs 13 we see that Simon himself even believed.  There is a difference between believing and receiving.

2. Once the Apostle heard that Samaria had received the gospel, they sent Peter and John to check it out.  

3. Why Peter and John?  Peter: God was working on Peter.  In Act 10 we will see Peter receiving a vision from God showing him not to be prejudice against non-jews because God is not.  John: Because God wanted him to see God’s love for everyone.
4. What is meant by the phrase:  “For as yet he was fallen upon none of them:”  The apostles were looking for evidence of the Holy Spirit.  The boldness to proclaim His word.  The gifts that only the Holy Spirit could bring.  So far, none had demonstrated that supernatural power.  The Apostles prayed for them that they receive this power.  For the church to be successful, God has given spiritual gifts.  The church has the power that God needs for us to be what he wants us to be and do.  We must recognize those with these gifts and then use them.  This new church hhad Christians, but none had demonstrated any gifts yet.  With the prayers of believers, God give the needed gifts to them.  This is true in our church today.  We must pray that God give us the gifts we need to be successful. I Cor 12

