A good Example – 2 Timothy 2:1-3; 4:1-5
Introduction

1. As the book of Acts ended, Paul was under house arrest in Rome. During this first imprisonment, Paul wrote what are known as his prison epistles; Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.
2. Paul most likely released for a period of time but was eventually imprisoned by the Roman Government and beheaded by Nero.

3. This epistle is known as one of Paul’s three Pastoral Epistles along with 1 Timothy and Titus. 

4. This is the last epistle written by Paul and he knew this as he was writing.

5. 2 Timothy 4:6-9, 17-18 Paul knows his time is at hand!

6. The world is always very interested in hearing the last words of people before they die.  This is true for the dying righteous and the unrighteous.  They want to hear the “True feeling and thought of a person with no tomorrow”.  THIS IS IT!!

7. If we had the ability to know our last words were going to be spoken, what would be talk about and to whom would we speak?

8. Paul wanted the ministry to continue and therefore he knew he needed faithful soldiers who would endure the same hardships he had endured and would be willing to sacrifice it all, including their life, to achieve the crowns to come. 

9. So Paul writes to Timothy…

Being a Good Solder 2 Timothy 2:1-3

Vs 1
1. We must read part of Chapter one to understand the “Therefore”  1:3-12.

2. Paul wanted Timothy to look not at the circumstance but the inter lying truth that has brought Paul to this situation and to see that it was all worth whatever God will allow to happen. 

3. “My son”

a. Timothy was probably saved under Paul’s ministry

b. Timothy had been called to preach under his ministry’

c. Timothy was seen by Paul as his successor and the one to carry on his work.

4. “Be strong” – means be invested with power

5. The power that comes from the Lord Jesus Christ!

Vs 2

1. Paul is instructing Timothy to follow the plan he has layed out

a. The things that I have preached over and over again in front of many people, you do the same.

b. Commit them to Faithful men – Willing to endure to the end.

c. They must teach them to other faithful men.

Vs 3

1. Paul compares a Christian as a good soldier.
a. He makes a commitment to do whatever is asked without question

b. He serves a cause that is more important than his life

c. He recognizes this commitment brings with it hardship and not ease.

d. He recognizes his reward may not be seen by others, but his reward is felt by the faithful soldier within his own soul!

Vs 4

1. Paul reminds Timothy that a good solder does not focus on what he can get out of this life.

2. If the solder focuses on his life and how he can protect it, he will not be focused on doing his duty first.

3. Think of those who go into battle knowing they will probably not survive.  They hope, but they value their commitment more than their lives.  

4. They would rather die being true to their commitment than to live a life ashamed!

Being a Good Servant  -- 2 Timothy 4:1-5

Vs 1

1. another therefore -  Read 2:15, 3:1-7, 10-17
2. I charge thee – Paul, as Timothy’s superior in the Army of God, gives him his marching orders.

3. Paul reminds Timothy from where he gets his orders,

4. Paul also reminds Timothy of the power of the Lord to judge our faithfulness.

5. Two judgments
a. The quick – 

i. The living Christians will be judged at the rapture 

ii. The living lost will be judged at the 2nd return of Christ

iii. The living lost will be judged after the final battle at the end of the millennium reign of Christ.

b. The dead

i. Those dead in Christ will be judged at the rapture

ii. Those who are martyred during the Tribulation period.

iii. Those who are lost at the final judgment at the end of the millennium reign of Christ.
 Vs 2
1. Paul gives one of the greatest commands ever given to Christians

2. Preach the Word – Proclaim God’s truths!

3. Be in season – when it is convenient

4. Out of season – when it is not easy or convenient

5. What should God’s Word do:

a. Reprove -  Straighten out wrong ideas 

b. Rebuke – Stand against the untruths about God’s Word

c. Exhort – Encouragement 

6. How should he preach

a. With all longsuffering – No matter what oppositions you may experience 

b. Doctrine – Always preach the truths of His Word, no matter what!

Vs 3

1. The time is coming when even the preaching of God’s Word will not be able to convince people of the truth.  They will not be able to endure sound doctrine (God’s truths from His Word).

2. This is a result of the following:
a. They will want their preachers to preach words they want to hear that will make them feel better.

b. Itching ears means they WANT to have this kind of preachers.  

c. Churches today have moved to this kind of preachers.  Men who have become traitors of the Gospel.  Seeking to please men and not God.  Seeking to protect their jobs by not doing their jobs.  Paul warns Timothy about these men and to make sure he warns those he selects to follow in Paul’s recruitment for Christ Army not to be one of these men.

Vs 4

1. They will start out by just having preachers that preach things they want to hear.  These things may be Bible, but they deliberately leave out the sermons that reprove, rebuke, or exhort.

2. This eventually turns their ears away from hearing the truth.

3. To continue to please men, since the Word naturally reproves, rebukes, and exhorts, these unfaithful preachers must preach from something else.  They spend their time on man made books (fables).

Vs 5

1. Paul warns Timothy that becoming this kind of preacher could be easy to do.

2. Men of God must watch that they do not betray the truths that God has called them to proclaim.  

3. They must not be so busy keeping their jobs that they do not do their jobs!

4. Three things Paul wants to encourage Timothy about:

a. Endure afflictions – they are sure to come

b. Do the work of an evangelist – Always seek to win the lost no matter the cost.

c. Make full proof of the ministry – Prove that calls calling on you was a good decision.  Do all that God had called you to do!  He is the commander and chief!

Conclusion:

1. We live in times when most preachers do not preach the Word!!!

2. People do not want the Word preached.

3. God knows and deals with those who do and do not do His Will!

4. We as Christians must follow His Word!  We must challenge our leaders to find ways of Preaching and Teaching God’s Word.  If our church is not focused on His word, we are traitors to the cause of Christ and will be judged accordingly.  

Mt 6:33 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

