A Humble Beginning  Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-15
Introduction
1. Today we will look at a person often overlooked, Joseph, Jesus’ Earthly step father

2. What do we know about this man

a. This man was a Godly man

b. This man was an honorable man

c. This man loved Mary more than himself

d. This man was a hard worker with a good skill

e. This man was a legal heir (kinda…) 

i. He was a descendant of David through Solomon and through Jechonias (Matt 1:11).  

ii. There is a problem with his heir’s sitting on the Throne (Jeremiah 20:28-30) 
iii. He is called Chonias with the Je removed to signify God had left him.

iv. Jeremiah pronounced a curse on him and his descendant that made them ineligible to ever sit on the throne of David.
v. If Jesus had been Joseph’s natural son, he would not have been eligible to be king.

vi. Luke shows the line of Jesus through Mary.  Her father was Heli who died without any sons, therefore his legal rights were transferred to his daughters.  Joseph, as her husband, was able to qualify as a father of an heir.  He could not be, but his sons with Mary could! 

f. Finally, this man was the one God trusted to raise up His son.  What a man he must have been!
Joseph’s Dilemma Matthew 1:18-19

Vs 18

1. Two important pieces of information

a. Espousal period – 

i. Much more binding in Bible days.

ii. They are legally bound together.

iii. The only way to separate is to divorce.

iv. No sexual contact can occur between them (nor anyone else) during this period.

v. Joseph new the baby was not his!

b. What is Joseph to make of Mary’s story of angelic message?
i. Joseph loved Mary very much

ii. He trusted her fully

iii. The story was a little more than he could comprehend.

iv. Had she been unfaithful and was just to ashamed to admit it.

2. Joseph had a decision to make and had to decide what he was going to do!

a. Option 1

i. He could accuse her of being unfaithful, which were grounds for divorce.

ii. The espousal period can be broken and the wedding would be cancelled.

iii. This would result in shame and humiliation for Mary

iv. Joseph could not bear this thought.

b. Option 2

i. According to old testament law (Lev. 20:10) she could be accused of adultery.

ii. This could result in stoning!\

iii. If Joseph could not have her shamed, he definitely could not have her stoned!

c. Option 3

i. He could have her put away privately where no one would know her and she could have the baby in exile and live her life away from people who knew her.

ii. This was not something Joseph really liked.

d. Option 4

i. He could go through with the wedding, go some place where he and Mary are not known and then claim the child is his.

ii. This seems like the kindest thing he could do
iii. He would have to suffer his pride and care about her more than himself.

iv. Joseph chose this option.

Joseph’s Dream Matthew 1:20-23

VS 20
1. Joseph no doubt was praying for God’s guidance.

2. God sent an angel in his dream, just like the one who appeared to Mary, to show Joseph he could trust his new wife with what she had told him.

3. Joseph needed to know God was talking directly to him

4. The angel brings comfort – “Fear not”.

5. What you are thinking on doing, take option 4.

6. The child is what Mary told you, is of the Holy Ghost!

Vs 21
1. The angel gives Joseph more instruction

2. This child will be a son

3. You will name him Jesus

4. He will save his people from their sins!

Vs 22-23
1. Joseph though was probably why is God doing this?

2. The angel reminds Joseph of God’s word – His Word has the Answers we need!
3. The Child was conceived in a particular way for a particular purpose.
4. The virgin birth is real and was prophesized over 700 years prior (Isaiah 7:14).

5. If the virgin birth is not true, we can not trust anything the Bible says. 
Joseph’s Determination   Matthew 2:13-15
1. This takes place after the birth of Christ

2. This took place immediately after the visit of the wise men.

3. God is showing Joseph that He will be leading him when it comes to the decisions he needs to make concerning Jesus.

4. God lead us today if we trust Him.

