Mending a Broken Relationship

2 Chronicles 34:15, 18-19, 25-27, 29, 31-33

Introduction:   

1. Josiah's name is prophetize some 322 yrs before he was born and 348 years before he would fulfill this prophecy Read I King 13:1-2

2. Read 34:1-8

3. Josiah was 8 years old when he began his reign.

4. His reign lasted 31 year (he was only 39 when he died see 35:20-24)

5. He did what was right in the site of the Lord. (vs. 2)

a) a. there is a difference between doing what you think is right and what is actually right sometimes.  God's word is always right. We do right when we follow His will.

6. When he was 16, he began to seek after God.  (vs 3) 

a) Each of us must seek Him for themselves.

b) Jeremiah and Zephaniah were prophets during that time and could have influenced him.

c) I think he wanted to be a great King and began to look at what his father David was like.

7. When he did, he saw a man after God's own heart.  A man, not perfect, but one who             never stopped loving God. He saw the promise God had made to David and realized that              he, himself was part of God's promises. He thus begins a pursuit in trying to restore the            kingdom to the time of King David.

8. He began cleaning the land of idolatry. At this time, the King of Judah also controlled all the land of Israel since they were all in captivity.

9. Once he had finished cleansing the land of idolatry, he turns his attention to restoring the house of God.

10. He sends a team to determine the requirements to repair the temple and then to repair it. (vs.8)

11. They stored the money collected in the temple until such time as it was needed.

12. Hilkiah goes to get the treasure from the temple to pay the workers and discovers the treasure God had prepared for them. (vs 14)

The Book of the Law Discovered 2 chronicles 34:15, 18-19

1. Hilkiah, the high priest, took the Word of God he had found and gave it to Shaphan the scribe to give to the King.

2. Shaphan reported to the king that the work was completed on the temple and by the way, the priest found this old book of the law and wanted me to give it to you.  The kings probably said “Shaphan, read me some of it” 

3. The word of the Lord Isa: 55:11 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

4. The Word of the Lord found its target in the heart of King Josiah!

a) He heard!

b) He was personally effected.

c) He responded outwardly as a result.

Commitments are Made  2 chronicles 34:21,25-27, 29, 31-33

1. God's Words made Josiah seeks a deeper understanding in hopes its not too late. (Vs. 21)

2. The go to the Hudlah the prophetess to see God's will concerning this situation (vs. 22)

3. God's promises are sure!  What He promised he will keep! (vs 23-25).

4. God send word that because of his actions, God will not do this in his life time (vs 26-28)

God always hears the heart of the humble broken heart.

5. Josiah had a plan.

a) If this worked for him (delayed judgment) then it can for for them.

b) He had the Word of the Lord read to all the leaders so they could be convicted like he was.

6. Josiah believe God Keeps convenants so he makes one of his own. (vs 31)

7. He requires all his staff and leaders of the nation to do the same (vs.32).

Conclusion

1. God keeps his commitments

2. His Word is a sword of truth that can & should perice our hearts with conviction.

3. He is always ready to hear the heart that is humble and willing to repent.

4. His Word must be shared with others to give them the same opportunities to be redeemed.

